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Hampshire South Downs



Shared story
“Hampshire’s South Downs - around Chawton where Jane Austen lived – has quite a 

different feel from the rest of the new National Park.
With its steep wooded hills and hidden valleys of watercress farms, lavender fields, 

vineyards, hop gardens and trout-filled streams … its picture-perfect villages and 
peaceful market towns …this is one of the loveliest parts of rural England …”

“Hidden away between the cathedral cities of Winchester and Chichester, this is great 
walking, cycling and riding country. Invigorating long-distance trails and circular 
routes dip and rise through ancient woodlands, and out onto the tops of the Downs.

The poet Edward Thomas loved these wooded chalk hills. So did Britain’s first naturalist -
the great Gilbert White. When, in the 18th century, he described his lovely Selborne
as a ‘rural, sheltered, unobserved retreat’, he could have been writing about the area 
today …”

“There’s a rich cultural life here, with contemporary arts and crafts thriving in small 
studios and galleries, live performances at Bedales, festivals and events in the 
market towns and villages.

“And – only 40 miles from London – it’s got a cosmopolitan feel when it comes to places 
to eat and stay. So there are chic green B&Bs, wonderful foodie pubs with   open 
fires, classy restaurants with rooms - all serving delicious food, beers and wine from 
this fertile, fruitful land …”





Visit Hampshire website

Visit Hampshire website
East Hampshire accommodation views
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Local Explorer Card
20% discount from:
• Birdworld
• Butser Ancient Farm
• Gilbert White’s House & 

the Oates Museum
• Mid-Hants Railway 

Watercress Line
• Milestones, Hampshire’s 

Living History Museum
• The Studio @ TPS
• Virgin Balloon Flights





Welcome Host Gold

The Welcome Host Gold one-day training 
course gives participants core customer 
service skills - reflecting the latest 
techniques and best practice. 

It is a highly flexible course, tailored to 
include content and knowledge specific to 
destinations and businesses.
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