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Specification for Hackney Carriage and Private Hire Vehicles

1.  
GENERAL

a) All licensed vehicles must comply in all respects with the requirements of any Acts and Regulations relating to motor vehicles in force during the currency of the licence.
All licensed vehicles must comply in all respects with any Bye-Laws and Licence Conditions current in the District of East Hampshire.

b) These conditions apply to licences for:
· Vehicles as either Hackney Carriages or Private Hire Vehicles

c) Unless the context otherwise requires, any reference to “licensed vehicles” includes both Hackney Carriages and Private Hire Vehicles.

d) Normally the age of the vehicle will be calculated from the day of its first registration.
e) Before any application is considered, the vehicle to be licensed must have been inspected and approved by East Hampshire District Council’s appointed tester.  Licensed vehicles must be submitted for inspection according to the Council’s approved programme:
· once a year – vehicle under six years old
· twice a year – vehicle over six years old
f) Whilst a policy of comprehensive insurance is recommended, this will not be insisted upon, provided that there is in force in relation to the use of the vehicle a policy of insurance or such security as complies with the requirements of Part V1 of the Road Traffic Act 1988, covering the use of the vehicle to carry passengers for hire or reward.
g) The vehicle must comply with the EC Whole Vehicle type approval or a UK Low Volume Type Approval as a minimum standard.
2.  AGE OF VEHICLE 
a) No vehicle shall be more than five years old at the time of initial licensing;
b) Any application for the renewal of a vehicle licence after the expiry of the previous licence will not be granted (unless the requirement of (a) above is met) unless:

i. Not more than three months have elapsed since the expiry of the previous licence and;

ii. The applicant is the previous licence holder.
3) WHEELS 
All vehicles must have a minimum of four road wheels and carry a spare wheel to the same specification as the road wheels.
Vehicles licensed before the 1 June 2009 have ‘grandfather rights’ to continue to retain a ‘spacesaver tyre’ or ‘run flat’ tyre.  Under these circumstances, when the ‘spacesaver’/’run flat’ tyre is used it must be changed for a full sized wheel or replaced/repaired in the case of the ‘run flat’ tyre, at the earliest opportunity or in any case on or before the maximum number of miles recommended by the manufacturer is travelled.
4) DOORS
All vehicles must have at least four doors that can be opened from inside the vehicle (designed for the purpose of permitting persons access to/from the interior).  Tailgates are excluded unless they are full width and height.

5) SEATING
a) Comfortable and suitably upholstered seating must be provided for all passengers and must provide ample leg and head room.  Seating capacity will be calculated on the basis of a passenger unit seat width of 400 mm measured laterally across the middle of any seat and 400 mm depth of seat measured from the front edge of each seat unit.
b) Split rear seating must form a continuous seat when not folded.
c) All seats must be accessible without the need to tip or slide a seat.
6) LUGGAGE
a) Provision must be made for carrying luggage sufficient for the number of persons to be carried in the vehicle.
b) If it is intended to carry luggage on the roof, the carrier must be of an approved type fitted to the roof guttering.  It must not be used to carry weight in excess of the manufacturer’s recommendation.
7.  STEERING
a) The steering wheel must be on the offside of the vehicle.
b) The steering mechanism must be so constructed or arranged that no over lock is possible and that the road wheels do not in any circumstances foul any part of the vehicle.
c) The steering arms and connections must be of adequate strength and as far as possible protected from damage by collision.
8) TYRES

a) All road tyres must be at the correct pressure when used on the road
b) All tyres must be suitable for the vehicle
Vehicles licensed before the 1 June 2009 have ‘grandfather rights’ to continue to retain a ‘spacesaver tyre’ or ‘run flat’ tyre.  Under these circumstances, when the ‘spacesaver’/’run flat’ tyre is used it must be changed for a full sized wheel or replaced/repaired in the case of the ‘run flat’ tyre, at the earliest opportunity or in any case on or before the maximum number of miles recommended by the manufacturer is travelled.
c) A minimum of 2mm of tread is required across the whole width and around the entire circumference of each tyre

d) A spare tyre conforming to (a)-(c) above must be provided on the vehicle fitted to a suitable wheel; each to be the same size as the other wheels and tyres.
e) Only tyres of a similar construction (eg steel braced radials) may be used on one axle.

f) Remoulded or re-cut tyres are not acceptable.

9)  SUSPENSION
a) Every vehicle must be fitted with an efficient suspension system so designed and constructed that there is no excessive roll or pitch.
10)  TRANSMISSION
a) Vehicles using automatic or semi-automatic transmission must be fitted with a device to prevent the engine starting with the transmission selector in a DRIVE or REVERSE position.
11) FUEL TANKS
a) Fuel tanks must not be placed in the engine compartment and must be adequately protected from damage by collision.
b) All fuel tanks and all apparatus supplying fuel to the engine must be so placed or shielded that no fuel overflowing or leaking can fall or accumulate upon any fitting where it is capable of being readily ignited or can fall into any receptacle where it might accumulate.
c) The filling points for all fuel tanks must be accessible only from the outside of the vehicle and filler caps must be so designed and constructed that they cannot be accidentally dislodged.

d) In the case of any engine powered by liquid petroleum gas (LPG) a device must be fitted by which the supply of fuel to the engine may be immediately cut off.  Its situation, together with the means of operation and “OFF” position must be clearly marked on the outside of the vehicle.  Prior to a licence being issued, a certificate issued by a member of the LP Association confirming the LPG installation conforms with the Association’s Code of Practice and is therefore considered safe.
e) If an LPG conversion involves installation of an LPG fuel tank in a vehicle’s boot space (and possible relocation of the spare wheel) it shall be a requirement that an amount of space shall remain free for the stowage of a reasonable amount of luggage and spare wheel displaced as a result must be stowed in a location that does not impinge on the passenger carrying area of a vehicle.
12)  ELECTRICAL
a) All electrical leads, cables and connectors must be adequately insulated and where liable be affected by exposure to water, fuel or oil must be adequately protected.
b) All electrical circuits must be protected by suitable fuses.

c) Batteries must be so placed and protected that they cannot be a source of danger.

13)  FIRE EXTINGUISHER
a)  A minimum 1 kilo powder type fire extinguisher with gauge or a 1 litre AFFF with gauge, or   any other form of fire extinguisher required in writing by an Authorised Officer of the Council.  It must conform to a recognised standard such as European Standard EN3 or British Standard 5423 and be carried in the vehicle at all times.  It must be readily accessible and maintained in good working order. The licence plate number of the vehicle must be painted along the body of the extinguisher.
14)  FIRST AID 
a) A first aid kit must be carried within the interior of the vehicle and readily available to passengers on request.  The identification number of the vehicle must be painted on the body of the kit.  The first aid kit must contain the following:
I. Guidance card

II. Sterile dressings of various sizes, small, medium and large

III. Individually wrapped adhesive dressings

IV. Eye pads

V. Triangular bandage

VI. Safety pins

VII. Safety scissors

b) The first-aid kit must be maintained in full and proper order with items replaced before expiry.

15) EXHAUST PIPE
a) The exhaust pipe must be so fixed or shielded that no inflammable material can [typing correction] fall or be thrown upon it from any other part of the vehicle and that it is not likely to cause a fire through proximity to any inflammable material on the vehicle.  The outlet must be placed at the rear of the vehicle and in such a position as to prevent fumes entering the vehicle.
16) BODY
a) The body must be of the fixed head type.  A suitable sun roof may be fitted.
17) DRIVER’S COMPARTMENT
a) The driver’s seat must be designed to accommodate the driver and be adjustable for reach.

18) WINDOWS
a) Windows must be provided at the sides and at the rear of the vehicle.
b) Passenger door windows must be capable of being opened easily by passengers whilst seated.
c) A windscreen that is cracked to an extent in excess of ¼” shall be immediately replaced.

d) There shall be no additional tint (darkening) of the windows beyond the legal limit of light transmission (not less than 75% for front and side front windows, and 70% for all other windows) or the manufacturer’s specification, whichever is the lesser.
19) GLASS
a) The windscreen and all windows must be safety glass in accordance with the latest British Standard at the time of approval.  Note that the use of tinted glass beyond a certain obscurity level is not allowed, as per 18 (d)
19) HEATING AND VENTILATION

a) An adequate heating and ventilation system must be fitted for the driver and passengers.
20) DOOR FITTINGS

a) Passengers’ doors must be capable of being readily opened from inside and outside the vehicle by one operation of the latch mechanism.

b) Central locking systems are permitted.

c) Double catches of approved types must be fitted to all doors.

21) FLOOR COVERINGS 

      a)  The floor of the vehicle must be suitably covered and in good repair.
22) TAXIMETER
a) A taximeter, if fitted, must be of an approved type and tested by or on behalf of the Council.
23) RADIO APPARATUS

a) Where apparatus for the operation of a two-way radio system is fitted no part of the apparatus may be fitted in the rear boot compartment if LPG tanks or equipment are situated therein.

b) Any other radio receiver fitting must be of an approved type.

24) REGISTRATION MARKS
a) Must comply with the latest specifications.
25) MAINTENANCE
a) Vehicles, including all fittings etc, must be well maintained and kept clean and in good working order.  The vehicles will at all times be subject to test and inspection and should it be found that a vehicle is not being properly maintained or that any part or fitting is not in good working order, a notice will be served on the owner prohibiting him from using the vehicle until the defect has been remedied.
b) Condition of Vehicle – The interior and exterior of the vehicle shall be maintained in a clean and proper manner to the reasonable satisfaction of the Council and without prejudice to the foregoing in particular the exterior of the vehicle shall be free of large dents, rust or unrepaired accident damage and shall at all times have uniform paintwork equivalent to that applied by the manufacture.  The interior shall be free of all stains, splits, tears to the same and the seats shall be required to function in accordance with the original manufacturer’s specification.
26) ADVERTISING
a) The authority will allow advertisements to be placed upon a vehicle subject to the following conditions:

I. For saloons and estate cars all advertising/graphics etc must be confined to the side, rear or bonnet.  Where advertising appears on the side of such a vehicle it must be contained within the area between the centres of the wheels (wheel base).
II. For transit and people carrier type vehicles all advertising/graphics etc must be confined to the side, rear or bonnet.  Where advertising appears on the side of such a vehicle it must be contained within the area to the rear of the centre of the front wheels and the rear light cluster.
III. Subject to the above a proprietor may have simple lettering and numbers on a vehicle in order to display a company name, address, telephone/fax number, email address or website or advisory notices to do with smoking, but lettering height must be a minimum of 75mm and a maximum of 150mm.
IV. No graphics/artworks or slogans or other displays of any kind are permitted except with the consent of the Council.
V. In the case of private hire vehicles, advertising is subject to the specific exclusion of the words “TAXI”, “CAB” or “HIRE” the use of which is not permitted.  Advertising on private hire vehicles must contain the words “pre-booked only”.
VI. Advertising, not relating to the vehicle’s proprietor or company, may under certain circumstances, be allowed on a hackney carriage vehicle on submission of a written request and details of the advertisement to the Council.  Each request will be considered entirely on its own merits and if approved the written authority must be carried in the vehicle.  No such advertising is permitted on a private hire vehicle.
27) NON-SALOON TYPE VEHICLES
a) Vehicles commonly known as mini-buses, MPVs or 4x4s not conforming to all the foregoing provisions may be licensed at the sole discretion of the Council, with reference always to these provisions.  
SPECIFICATION FOR WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE VEHICLES

Vehicles may be licensed as wheelchair accessible vehicles if they comply with conditions 1-26 and 27.
28) WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE
The vehicle must remain in the form it is submitted for licensing.  The applicant must be able to produce a copy of the relevant type approval certificate upon the request of the Council before a licence is issued.  The vehicle must be capable of carrying a passenger seated in a wheelchair safely and securely.  Wheelchair access must be gained by ramps or a mechanical lift.   Any equipment necessary to safely and securely load and carry the wheelchair and its passenger must be carried and maintained in working order on the vehicle so long as the vehicle is licensed.  It shall be the responsibility of the vehicle’s proprietor to ensure that the driver can safely operate the equipment provided.
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