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Dear Fly-spotters,

Our project has been running for about 9 months now and I wanted to take this opportunity to provide you with an update of the project. The Executive project group recently met to discuss the latest quarterly report and these results are discussed later in more detail. 
In the last quarter, the number of fly-tipping reports being made by farmers and landowners has dropped markedly. These results covered a period of prolonged cold and snow, as well as the Christmas holidays, so we are unsure if this drop in figures indicates a fall off in the levels of fly-tipping (possibly due to inability to reach county lanes, or Christmas holidays), or a drop in the reporting of incidents of fly-tipping. As the weather improves and the cover offered by vegetation increases we can be sure that the fly-tippers will become more active. As you are out and about please remember to report any fly-tips, no matter how small. It is key to our pilot project that we collect an accurate record of the fly-tipping in our area, especially that which occurs on private land. These figures will hopefully enable us evidence to lobby government for more support for farmers and private landowners- who pay thousands of pounds each year to clear fly tips, but this will only be possible if we collect accurate figures on private land. At present our results suggest that there is not a significant level of fly-tipping on private land. Is this a correct portrayal of fly-tipping on your land? Please let us know!
As this is a pilot project there is more than one way to report fly-tips eg postcard and email. If you need any more details don’t hesitate to get in touch info@cprehampshire.org.uk, or 01962 779185. Lastly if you see a fly-tip in progress dial 999 to report it and if possible maintain a safe distance and record any details you can.   

The latest quarterly Fly-tipping Report:
We have had more two quarterly reports from the Environment Agency (5th August-17th November 2010 & 18th November. These reports provide details of the fly-tipping reported through our system through 6 months. The data is used to develop patterns of activity, as well as identifying specific ‘hot-spots’ for fly-tipping within our project area.

5th August-17th November 2010 report:

Results show 18 fly-tips reported during this time. This was down from the previous year by 7 tips. Only 2 tips were found to be on private land and 9 were on public land and were dealt with by East Hants DC.
Our results showed a preference for reporting by email. However, there is still a significant number reported through our reporting card, which seems to indicate that for some people this method is preferable. 

18th November 2010- 7th March 2011 report:
The latest figures are more comparable to last year’s figures on public land. 10 fly-tips were reported during this period, with 8 on public land and 2 on private land. Again, these ranged from single bags to over a transit van of dumped material, which we feel is fairly significant for the area. Most tips tended to be household waste, with tyres coming a close second. Tyres seem to be an issue in this area, and I am pleased to report an EA initiative which will look at the ‘life cycle’ of tyres trying to establish better ways to encourage people to dispose of them in the correct manner- an update will be provided in the next bulletin.
In the last 9 months, the reports from private land have been extremely low and this has been really surprising given one objective of the project was to highlight the extent of fly-tipping on private land and that landowners indicated that this is a significant problem in the area. As stated above, we can only use these figures to support landowners and managers if there is a significant issue on private land- so we must have a true portrayal of the issue in this area. I have been tasked with contacting a selection of landowners in our pilot area, in the next couple of weeks,. We want to know if our figures really do represent the true scale of fly-tipping on private land. By contacting you, we hope to discover any issues or anomalies occurring which would affect our pilot results.
We only have 3 months left of our pilot and we encourage everyone to report through our system. As part of the follow on work from this initiative, we intend to produce a report on the project, which will include recommendations for the future.  We also intend to run a business campaign, which seeks to reach local businesses in the area. In the coming weeks we will produce a poster and a template letter for you all to send to local businesses in the area. It will simply remind businesses of their duties, encourage them to dispose of their waste correctly, and let them know that the residents of our pilot area are looking out for fly tips and suspicious vehicles - we hope this will encourage businesses to monitor their business waste and encourage their staff to use proper procedures.

As part of the final procedures for the project, the EA aim to use the collected data to determine ‘hot spots’ within the area, in which they will carry out carrier checks - likely to commence around May. The Police and District Council are also likely to be involved in this initiative. 

CPRE’s Stop the Drop Campaign
Using the Law to force a litter clean up!
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CPRE has published a very useful and important document which explains how any member of the public can take action to get a litter ‘hot-spot’ cleaned up. Litter Abatement Orders: Taking action to deal with persistent litter problems is a simple guide which explains the rights of the public to compel organisations who are failing in their responsibility to keep land clear of litter to take action! By documenting the problem and complaining to the land owner you can actively encourage them to take action. If no efforts are made to get the area cleaned, you can seek a Litter Abatement Order through the Magistrates’ Court. Early indications suggest that the mere mention of a Litter Abatement Order invokes a sudden conscience in the perpetrator. 

This is available to all CPRE members at www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/stop-the-drop/litter-and-fly-tipping/litter-campaign-update or email willg@cpre.org.uk- you will be asked to cover the costs of postage.
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This is not a complicated or controversial issue. Organisations responsible for public land are required to keep it clear of litter. If they’re not taking this responsibility seriously, we all have the power to compel them to do so.[image: image2.png]


Bill Bryson, CPRE President

Bill Bryson’s "Stop the Drop" Campaign updates:

As part of CPRE’s overall ‘Stop the Drop’ campaign Bill Bryson writes a monthly campaign update informing people of interesting litter and fly-tipping initiatives taking place throughout the country, and the work of CPRE at national government level. 

Please see below for a message from Bill, regarding our recent work on bottle deposits.

If you would like to receive these updates please sign up at:http://www.cpre.org.uk/campaigns/stop-the-drop/litter-and-fly-tipping/litter-stop-the-drop-enews
Membership information:

If you would like more information about the work of CPRE Hampshire, NFU or CLA please contact us using the below information. 

· CPRE Hampshire: Becky French 01962 7879185 or email info@cprehampshire.org.uk
· NFU: Jill Williams 01730 711971 or email south.east@nfu.org.uk
· CLA: Sue Baron-Duff 01264 722 000 or email info.southeast@cla.org.uk

