
Update on the South Downs National 
Park for the East Hampshire Tourism 

Conference
27 January 2011

South Downs National Park

Laura Warren 
SDNPA



Designation of a National Park

On 31 March 2010 the South Downs 
became Britain’s newest National 
Park and the 10th to be designated in 
England. 





Purposes:
1. Conserve and enhance the natural beauty, wildlife and 

cultural heritage of the area
2. Promote opportunities for the understanding and 

enjoyment of the park’s special qualities by the public
Authority Duty:

– To seek to foster the economic and social well-being 
of the communities within the National Park

National Park:



~ Guiding Principles

~ Decisions on 
core functions 
eg planning

April 2010        May/July 2010 September 2010     April 2011

~ National Park 
Designation takes effect

~ SDNPA starts in 
shadow form

~ First meeting to 
elect a Chair

~ South Downs Joint 
Committee winds up

~ South Downs National 
Park Authority takes on  
statutory powers and 
functions

Engaging communities, visitors & organisations in National Park Purposes

~Work on 
Management Plan 
starts

~Staff recruitment
starts 



• To raise awareness, increase understanding, develop 
enthusiasm

• Determine perceptions of Special Qualities

Engagement Programme



• Shows and Events for general public and residents
• ‘Connect with the Countryside’ for schoolchildren
• E-mail consultation with Farmers and Landmanagers
• Workshops for Tourism and other visitor-facing 

businesses
• Flyer to Parish Councils
• Website consultation for all-comers

Engagement Programme









• 520 Flags
• 28 broad categories
• Top 5
• Views 
• Wildlife
• Historic Features
• Walking opportunities
• Peace and tranquillity                   

Special Qualities



Walking

10%

Peacef ulness

7%

other  23 categor ies

27%

Histor ic Featur e

11%

Wi ldl i f e

15%

Views

30%



• Partnership with Collabor8
• 2 Workshops 
• Plumpton 26th August
• West Dean 1st September

Tourism Workshops





•





National Park Management Plan

National Park Management Plan
builds partnerships to deliver for 

the South Downs



What kind of plan for the SDNP?

• Be inspirational
• Bring people and organisations together
• Identify priorities
• Make a difference
• Be measurable



Partners will include:

• Key policy makers, fund holders
• Local authorities, farmers, landowners, 

voluntary groups, local businesses, local 
communities

• Visitors and recreation users



How will it do this ?

• Proposal out for consultation on the South 
Downs website



Proposed Arrangements

• South Downs Partnership
• Themed working groups
• Annual South Downs Forum
• Regular dialogue with identified 

stakeholders



Have your say

• Have your say at 

• www.southdowns.gov.uk

• Consultation runs until Feb 1st



info@southdowns.gov.uk

0300 303 1053

South Downs National Park Authority
Rosemary’s Parlour, North Street, Midhurst, 

West Sussex
GU29 9SB 

www.southdowns.gov.uk

Contact us:


