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13.  REQUIREMENTS FOR VEHICLES

13.1 Applications to licence or renew a Hackney Carriage licence or Private Hire vehicle must satisfy the following criteria:

· Vehicles must be of an age and model acceptable to the Licensing Authority (see below)
· Complete the required application form and pay the required fee(s)
· Provide proof of insurance for Hire and Reward (for Taxis) or Private Hire and Reward (for PHVs), such as a certificate or cover note valid for the date the licence is intended to come into force.  
·  A valid MOT certificate for the date the licence is intended to come into force.    
· V5 Registration document or other equivalent proof of ownership.
· All vehicles presented for initial licensing must pass a mechanical inspection at a Licensing Authority approved testing centre.
13.2 Vehicle Specifications

All licensed vehicles must comply with the requirements of any Acts and   Regulations relating to motor vehicles in force during the period.

Purpose-built vehicles are not compulsory.  The Licensing Authority will accept applications for family sized saloon/hatchback/estate cars, 4 x 4s, MPVs and minibuses up to 8 seats to be licensed.  
The Licensing Authority will inspect all vehicles presented for initial licensing to ensure the vehicle is suitable for use as a taxi or private hire vehicle
Suitability, and the number of passengers will be determined by:
· Provision of comfortable and suitably upholstered and easily accessible seating with ample leg and head room for all passengers.  Seating capacity will be calculated on the basis of a passenger unit seat width of 400 mm measured laterally across the middle of any seat and 400 mm depth of seat measured from the front edge of each seat unit,
· Each seat unit must have a fitted seat belt,
· Provision must be made for carrying luggage within the vehicle which is sufficient for the number of persons to be carried in the vehicle,
· Adequate heating and ventilation must be provided to ensure the comfort of driver and passengers,
· Windows must be provided to the sides and rear of the vehicle,
· Vehicles must have a minimum of four doors,
· Passengers’ doors must be capable of being readily opened from inside and outside the vehicle by one operation of the latch mechanism, and
· The vehicle must be right hand drive.
13.3 Vehicle Age
No vehicle shall be more than five years old at the time of initial licensing; calculated from the date the vehicle was first registered.  
In the case where the licence of a vehicle expires and there is an application to renew the licence of a vehicle over 5 years old, this application may be granted in cases where:

· not more than three months have elapsed since the expiry of the previous licence, and

· the applicant is the previous licence holder.
The vehicle will however be subject to the full new application fee, inspection by the Licensing Authority and a mechanical test at an approved testing station.
In order to encourage wheelchair accessible vehicles to be licensed, the age restriction will not apply to vehicles which are accessible and seat at least one wheelchair presented for initial licensing.

In all cases the final decision will be made on the vehicle’s safety and condition by the Licensing Authority.
13.4 Wheelchair Accessible Vehicles

The vehicle must remain in the form it is submitted for licensing, unless the vehicle is purpose built or converted with wheelchair tracking to IVA approval.  
The applicant must be able to produce a copy of the relevant type approval certificate upon the request of the Licensing Authority before a licence is issued.  The vehicle must be capable of carrying a passenger seated in a wheelchair safely and securely.  Wheelchair access must be gained by ramps or a mechanical lift.   Any equipment necessary to safely and securely load and carry the wheelchair and its passenger must be carried and maintained in working order on the vehicle so long as the vehicle is licensed.  It shall be the responsibility of the vehicle’s proprietor to ensure that the driver can safely operate the equipment provided.

13.5 Vehicle Examination

A full vehicle safety check is needed for the protection of the driver and public.  Before any application is considered, the vehicle to be licensed must have been inspected and approved by a Licensing Authority appointed testing station.  
New vehicles with delivery mileage only (a maximum of 200 miles) do not require a mechanical test upon initial application.
The annual MOT test is not sufficiently detailed for this purpose due to the high mileage of taxi and private hire vehicles.  The Licensing Authority therefore has a testing programme for licensed vehicles.  The mechanical vehicle test will be carried out by a nominated, MOT registered garage within the East Hampshire District.  The frequency of these checks will be determined by the age of the vehicle but may be more frequent if there are additional safety concerns e.g. Local intelligence or if the vehicle has been involved in an accident. 

Licensed vehicles must be submitted for inspection according to the Licensing Authority’s approved programme:
· Hackney Carriages (with an MOT certificate) between one and six years old: once a year.

· Private Hire Vehicles (with an MOT certificate) between three and six years old: once a year.

· Private Hire Vehicles (without an MOT certificate) between one and three years old: twice a year.
· All Vehicles over six years old: twice a year.  
13.6  CCTV

In the interests of driver safety and for the purposes of preventing and detecting crime, the use of CCTV is encouraged in all licensed vehicles.  

All vehicles fitted with CCTV must display an advisory notice in a prominent position inside the vehicle advising customers.
13.7 Tyres 

· All road tyres must be at the correct pressure when used on the road

· All tyres must be suitable for the vehicle.

· A minimum of 2mm of tread is required across the whole width and around the entire circumference of each tyre

· Only tyres of a similar construction (eg steel braced radials) may be used on one axle.

· Remoulded or re-cut tyres are not acceptable.

13.8 Spare Wheels

All vehicles must carry as a minimum a spacesaver spare wheel, to be used as a means of conveying the vehicle to a place where the tyre can be changed in the result of a puncture.

Vehicles may not carry a spare wheel if:

· All wheels are fitted with a suitable ‘run flat’ tyre mechanism on all four wheels.  In the case of a ‘run flat’ tyre getting a puncture, the tyre must be replaced at the earliest opportunity or in any case on or before the maximum number of miles recommended by the manufacturer is travelled.
· The vehicle belongs to a Private Hire operator who has another means of conveying passengers to their destination safely and without inconvenience, such as the ability of a fleet of licensed vehicles which can be called upon.
In all cases, the final decision will rest with the Licensing Authority.

13.9 Maintenance

Vehicles, including all fittings must be well maintained and kept clean and in good working order.  At any reasonable time the Licensing Authority may test and inspect vehicles.  If a vehicle is found not properly maintained or not in good working order, a notice will be served on the owner prohibiting him from using the vehicle until the defect has been remedied.

The interior and exterior of the vehicle shall be maintained in a clean and proper manner to the reasonable satisfaction of the Licensing Authority and without prejudice to the foregoing in particular the exterior of the vehicle shall be free of large dents, rust or unrepaired accident damage and shall at all times have uniform paintwork equivalent to that applied by the manufacture.  The interior shall be free of all stains, splits, tears to the same and the seats shall be required to function in accordance with the original manufacturer’s specification.

13.10 Advertising
The Licensing Authority will allow advertisements to be placed upon a vehicle subject to the following conditions:

A proprietor may have simple lettering and numbers on a vehicle in order to display a company name, address, telephone/fax number, email address or website or advisory notices to do with smoking.  These may appear on the side, rear or bonnet.  No advertising should obscure the view of the windows.  
No graphics, artworks, slogans, advertisements or other displays of any kind are permitted except with the consent of the Licensing Authority.

In the case of private hire vehicles, advertising is subject to the specific exclusion of the words “TAXI”, “CAB” or “HIRE” the use of which is not permitted.  Advertising on private hire vehicles must contain the words “pre-booked only”.

13.11 Safety Equipment


All licensed vehicles must carry the following safety equipment, marked with the licence number of the vehicle:

First Aid Kit
A first aid kit must be carried within the interior of the vehicle and readily available to passengers on request.  The identification number of the vehicle must be painted on the body of the kit.  The contents of the first aid kit must be compliant with British Standard BS 8599-2 and hold suitable content for the number of passengers.

The first-aid kit must be maintained in full and proper order with items replaced before expiry.

Fire Extinguisher

A minimum 1Kg powder type fire extinguisher with gauge or a 1 litre AFFF with gauge, or any other form of fire extinguisher required in writing by an Authorised Officer of the Licensing Authority.  It must conform to a recognised standard such as European Standard EN3 or British Standard 5423 and be carried in the vehicle at all times.  
It must be readily accessible and maintained in good working order. The licence plate number of the vehicle must be painted along the body of the extinguisher.
13.12 Taximeters

All Hackney Carriages must be fitted with a calendar controlled taxi meter set to the Licensing Authority’s Table of Fares.

All taximeters must comply with the Measuring Instruments (Taximeters) Regulations 2006 and will be the subject to examination during mechanical tests.

13.13 Special Event, Vintage, Classic or Niche Vehicles and Stretched Limousines

The above type of vehicle will be licensed at the discretion of the Licensing Authority and will be subject to the same requirements under section 13 of this Policy in terms of passenger comfort, safety, mechanical examination and maintenance.
Imported vehicles must be tested by the Driver and Vehicle Standards Agency under the Individual Vehicle Approval (IVA) scheme before being presented for licensing.

The above vehicles will only be licensed for 8 passengers and operators may be required to sign a declaration agreeing to this limit.
No intoxicating liquor shall be provided in the vehicle, unless there is the correct licence in place.
13.14 Exemption Policy for Private Hire Vehicles

The Licensing Authority recognises operators may wish to cater for an ‘exclusive’ or corporate client base and provide a vehicle of a prestige model and specification.  An operator may apply for an exemption to the requirement to display a licence plate for the following approved work only:
· Corporate bookings to transport employees and clients on corporate business journeys and/or

· Airport and other ‘special’ journeys where the client specifically requests a vehicle of a prestige specification at the time of booking and pays a recognisably higher fee for that service compared to that charged for a non exempt vehicle displaying corporate identity.

The approval of an exemption will be based on the cost, reputation, specification, appearance, perception and superior comfort levels of a vehicle and the fact that it will not resemble a non-exempt private hire vehicle licensed to undertake the ‘normal’ day to day role.  Each application will be considered on its individual merits.

· Saloon, hatchback and estate vehicles to be licensed for 4 passengers only plus the driver allowing sufficient space for adult passengers to travel comfortably.

· Engine size indicatively 2000cc or greater.

· A range of vehicles capable of carrying in excess of 4 passengers will be considered provided they meet the higher specification and original list price required.

· Vehicles seating more than 4 passengers will be licensed only for sufficient numbers of passengers to travel comfortably. Each seat must be adequate dimensions and must permit direct access into and out of the side doors of the vehicle without the need to move, remove or fold down any seat.  No vehicle modifications from the manufacturer’s specification are accepted.

· The original list price of any vehicle must be a minimum of £30,000 in spite its age on application.  This minimum price will be exclusive of any extras added at the time of purchase.  Evidence of the original new list value will be obtained at the time of application.  The Licensing Authority must be satisfied the evidence provided verifies the original list value.

· The vehicle must have a minimum specification of at least air condition/climate control to front and rear seats, all electric windows, central locking and front and rear headrests sufficient for each passenger.

· Vehicles must be under five years of age at first licence.  
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