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Community Chest Grant Scheme
Application Form & Guidance Notes 2026

East Hampshire Lottery awards grants to Good Causes who can deliver projects, services and activities that will benefit the residents of East Hampshire. The Community Chest is the grant scheme set-up to award funds raised through East Hampshire Community Lottery ticket sales, a portion of each ticket sale goes into the Community Chest for good causes to apply. This funding scheme is overseen and managed by the Community Team at East Hampshire District Council. 

Registered Good Causes are invited to submit applications to the Community Chest for grants up to a maximum of £1,000. 

Completed applications must be received by 11:59pm Monday 12th October 2026. 

East Hampshire District Council recognises that the people, organisations and societies in our area are one of our biggest assets. Grants could be used to help kick start community projects which support local residents, improve the local environment or improve the provision of services and facilities. 

We would encourage projects that demonstrate how they contribute to the objectives of our community development strategy ‘building thriving communities, 2025-28’, focusing on building local capacity, connecting communities or building places, and fostering collaboration and reducing inequalities.  

Equally, we encourage projects that align with the council’s wider strategic aims, details of which can be found here: https://www.easthants.gov.uk/our-organisation/performance-and-strategy.   

PLEASE NOTE YOU CAN ONLY APPLY FOR THIS FUNDING IF YOU ARE A REGISTERED GOOD CAUSE OF THE EAST HAMPSHIRE COMMUNITY LOTTERY. 

Community Chest fund project criteria:
1. Only Good Causes registered with the East Hampshire Community Lottery are eligible to submit an application. 
2. By the application deadline 11:59pm Monday 12th October 2026, Good Causes must have sold a minimum of 50 tickets in the last 12 months. This will be checked before applications are considered by the awarding panel. 
3. Good Causes must ensure the funding they are requesting will provide new, expanded or improved facilities, activities or services for the benefit of residents in East Hampshire. 
4. Good Causes may only submit one application per funding round.
5. Your project must benefit the residents of East Hampshire and not conflict with council policy.
6. Awards cannot be used retrospectively; that is to replace money already spent, or to cover items or services that have already been purchased. Organisations should not commit themselves to a project, or any spending before any final decision is made.
7. Community Chest may support ongoing revenue costs (such as event-related expenses, rent, and utilities) where these are essential to delivering community benefit.
8. Your project must be delivered within twelve months from receipt of funds, unless otherwise agreed.  
9. Along with the fully completed application form, Good Causes may be asked to submit a copy of their Constitution or other relevant documents as part of the application process.
10. Good Causes will be provided with a logo and must acknowledge the funding award from the East Hampshire Community Fund in its marketing, website and premises as appropriate.
11. If your application is successful, you will be required to complete a monitoring form, twelve months following the award of any grant. We will require evidence of spend/receipts and photographs if appropriate. 
12. These terms and conditions may be subject to change for future rounds of applications.

We CANNOT fund: 
1. Projects which relate solely to religious purposes. Religious organisations must be able to demonstrate that the funding will benefit the wider, non-religious community. Funding will not be available to any organisation solely for religious purposes or for the promotion of religion;
2. Costs related to salaries or employment of staff;
3. Projects which “pre-discriminate” certain members of the community;
4. Projects which will only benefit individuals (five or less);
5. Political activities or lobby groups;

Process for applying
1. Ensure that your project meets the criteria listed above.
2. Complete your application form and submit to communitylottery@easthants.gov.uk by 11:59pm Monday 12th October 2026.
3. Applications will be assessed by an officer of the Community Team to ensure they meet the criteria.
4. All eligible applications will be presented to the Cabinet Liaison Grants Panel for final decision.
5. Notifications on decisions will be sent to all applicants by the end of December.
It is expected that there will be more applications submitted than funding available. Each application will be assessed individually. The decision of the Panel is final. 

For successful applicants, please be aware that registration and payment can take up to 6 weeks, please take this into consideration when planning your project. 

If your application is successful, we will pay your grant into your group’s bank account using the BACS system.  We will be in contact with you for this information. We can only pay money into the group’s bank account and not into an individual’s personal account.  



APPLICATION FORM

	1
	Name of Good Cause:
	


	 
	Project title: 
	




	2
	Applicant & Organisation details:

	 
	Name:

	 

	 
	Position in Organisation:
	 

	 
	Telephone:

	 

	 
	Email:

	 

	
	Address:
	






	3
	Amount of funding requested (maximum £1,000):
	£



	4
	Please ensure you can answer YES to the following question. If you cannot answer YES to this question your application for funding will not be accepted.


	
	I confirm this good cause has sold at least 50 lottery tickets in the last 12 months
	YES or NO





	5
	Please describe your project and what you hope to achieve:

	
	 
 
 
 
 

 

 

	6
	Who & how many people will benefit?

	
	 
 
 
 


 
 
 

	7
	Please outline the impact your project will have on the local community. (You may wish to link the project to one of our corporate strategies.)

	
	 
 
 
 
 
 



	8
	How will you demonstrate that your project has made a difference? 

	
	






	9
	Has your organization received funding from EHDC in the last two years?

	
	







	Project Cost Breakdown    

Please use the tables below to list the income and expenditure expected for this project. Your total expenditure should match your total income. Please provide evidence of the costs listed below


	Expenditure (please list all costs for this project):

	E.g. books for reading corner 
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	Total project cost:
	£



	Income (please list all income including grants, sponsorship, subscriptions, in-kind support, match funding etc and please indicate whether the funding is confirmed or pending):

	East Hants Lottery Community Chest Grant (if successful) 
	£

	
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	
	£


	Total project income (must match total project cost):
	£



	You will be required to submit quotations to evidence the costs above please indicate below that you have provided these. (Quotations may be in the format of quotation, online shop screenshot, email quotation etc)

	I have included quotations with this application form:
	YES or NO




	Does your organisation work with children or vulnerable adults? 
	

	Does your organisation have a Safeguarding Policy? If yes, please state when it was last updated/adopted. 
	

	If your organisation does work with children, or vulnerable adults but you do not currently have a Safeguarding Policy in place, you will need to contact our Safeguarding Lead (Lara Nolan lara.nolan@easthants.gov.uk) regarding adopting one in line with the council's.




Important information & declarations

At the end of the application process please state below if you are happy for us to keep your contact details. We will only email you if we have information, we believe is relevant or your organisation would find useful.  We may also use the list to contact people on an individual basis depending on the nature of the enquiry, for example to request some advice or information that will help with our work. 
 
If anyone else within the Council wishes to use any of the contacts, we will email you first to ask if you are happy for us to share your contact details with them, as well as the reason behind the request, this may include East Hampshire District Councillors. 

I am happy for you to keep my contact details -        YES    □     or       NO   □

Transparency/Open Data
If your application is successful, details of the award will be published on East Hampshire District Council’s website.  No personal information will be published.  We will also supply a list of grants awarded to the local media who may wish to contact you about your project.
We would like to hear about the success of the projects that we are supporting and request that you take a photograph of the project. This photograph may be published and used for publicity purposes for the Grant Scheme. The organisation will acknowledge the council’s support in any press, publicity or promotion of the project.
Declaration
I certify that all the particulars given in this form are correct, and that any grant money received from East Hampshire District Council will be used for the purposes stated in this form. East Hampshire District Council reserves the right to reclaim any grant not used for the purposes stated on this form.
It is the applicant’s responsibility to ensure all required permissions and approvals are in place prior to their project commencing. 

I understand that the grant applied for must be spent within twelve months of the grant being awarded and that any grant provided will not be provided on an ongoing basis in future years.
If successful, I agree to complete a monitoring form to detail the outcomes of the project (a form will be sent out for completion twelve months after the award of any funding).  Please note that the failure to complete a monitoring form for a project may preclude the awarding of future funding to your organisation and we may ask for the grant to be returned if the monitoring evaluation is not completed to a satisfactory standard. 

PLEASE READ THE APPLICATION GUIDANCE BEFORE SUBMITTING YOUR COMPLETED FORM.

	Name
	

	Position in organisation
	

	Date
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